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A Word From Your
County Mayor Randall Hutto
Saturday, October 13th
was a big day in Wilson County. Wilson
County Commissioners
and community members rolled up our
sleeves to build a home
through Habitat for Humanity. Under the direction of Mr. Troy
Treadway, we gathered
at the construction site
on Park Ave for a full
day of work and fellowship. We were
joined by the future
homeowners as part of
their requirements to
purchase the home.
Habitat works to help
those with household
incomes averaging
$32,760 or less to purchase a single-family
home. Established in
1985, Habitat has built,
recycled, or renovated
more than 800 homes
locally, and has served
more than 2,700 family
members including
more than 1,700 children. During 2018, 4
homes were constructed in Wilson County.
Habitat homeowners
are required to invest

Wilson County
District 21

200 hours on homeownership classes,
work the build site and
work at a Habitat Restore once they qualify
financially for a home.
Habitat provides experienced construction
staff, instruction volunteers and all tools. The
project takes one
month to complete, and
workers are on site
each day. Our day was
devoted to siding and
installation. In the
morning we were given
instructions and our
task then we went to
work. It was wonderful
to watch not only this
home come together,
but watch ourselves, as
a group, come together
for something bigger
than ourselves.
I was honored to be a
part of this group and
would like to say a special thank you to Commissioner Sara Patton
for organizing our
commissioners and
providing our food for
the day. Also, Thanks
to all our workers for

pitching in. I took
many lessons from this
experience. One of
them was it’s amazing
the things you can do
that you, perhaps,
thought wasn’t possible
or in your own wheelhouse or expertise. The
construction workers of
Habitat for Humanity
were well versed in
their field and took
great care in making
sure we completed our
tasks accurately.
Thanks again to everyone who was involved
in this process. We all
look forward to seeing
the completed project.
You can view pictures
from our day at the
build site on page 21 of
the newsletter.

Mike Kurtz
1414A Trousdale Ferry
Pike
Lebanon, TN 37087
615-218-8014

Pictured left to right Courtney McMahon, St. Jude ; Randall Hutto, Wilson County Mayor; Hollie Baker, Famous Footwear; St.
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September 26th mayors and
county executives from across Middle
Tennessee came together to honor local

governments in the mid-state for excellence in public service at the annual
awards ceremony of the Greater Nashville Regional Council (GNRC or Regional Council). Wilson County Government was recognized for excellence in
three separate categories, Communications, Parks and Recreation, and Social
Services.
The Regional Council, which is composed of 65 mayors and executives, two
members of the TN General Assembly,
and 26 mayoral appointments, provides a
forum for collaboration among communities in the greater Nashville metropolitan area. Each year, GNRC honors its
membership and partners with two types
of awards. Grand awards, named after
influential leaders throughout GNRC’s
history, are presented to individuals or
organizations for demonstrated leadership on a regional scale. The Excellence
in Local Government awards recognize

county governments and municipalities
for projects or initiatives that serve as a
model for peers across the region. This
year, GNRC
presented 14
local government awards.
For Communications, the
county was
recognized
for the tourism initiative,
Wilco on the
Go!, a Facebook/
YouTube
series
that
highlights the
best of the
best in Wilson County.
In each segment, Wilson County Tourism Director Amy Nichols teams with
various
guests
to
check
out
different
locales
in the
county. The
segment
visits
new
businesses,
local
attractions, shops, and everything in between, a great way to engage the public
and entice
folks to visit
Wilson
County.
For
Parks
and Recreation,
the
new Wilson
County Veterans Museum received
the award.
The
$2.2
million project several
years in the

making, is a state of the art museum featuring artifacts from nine different conflicts in American history, from the War
of 1812 to Operation Iraqi Freedom, each
dedicated with an interactive screen for
viewers to select options that educate and
inform them of the conflict through photos, artifacts, uniforms, and other selfguided information.
Wilson County was also recognized for
the establishment of its Homelessness
Coalition. This coalition was started in
an effort to bring together the existing
resources in Wilson County under one
roof to share ideas and information to
help address homelessness among the
senior population in the county. Although there is an abundance of resources
and non-profit organizations within the
county borders that supply the homeless
with essentials, the increasing number of
senior citizens requiring a unique level of
care entering into the homeless population has become alarming. The solution

has come from the Homelessness Coalition, a group of local non-profits, police
and EMS personnel seeking answers to
address this growing concern.
“Wilson County leadership continues to
invest time and talent in projects and
programs to improve the quality of life
for its residents,” said Michael Skipper,
executive director for GNRC. “It is an
honor to for GNRC to highlight these
three projects and share these best practices with the rest of the region.”

From 1941 to 1944,
the U.S. Army conducted seven largescale maneuvers
across Middle Tennessee in 21 counties, including Wilson. Cumberland
University, in Lebanon, served as the
Army’s headquarters.
850,000 soldiers
took part in the simulated combat operations that prepared
them for the D-Day
invasion and to push
back the German
forces. These massive maneuvers took
place on the hills,
the hollows and
along the rivers of
Middle Tennessee.

a significant role in
the Allied Forces
victory.
The soldiers, landowners and observers deserve to have
their stories preserved. The Tennessee Maneuvers Experience is going to
do just that with an
engaging program
now in the development.

The Tennessee Maneuvers Experience
will retrace these
epic events in an
immersive, educational presentation
utilizing stage sets,
lighting, and audio/
visual technologies
for a captivating experience in a theater
configuration. In
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612 W. Main Street
Join us for our
Lebanon, TN
fund-raising event
and see a 15-minute 37087
preview of work in
production in the
making of The Tennessee Maneuvers
Experience. The
dollars raised will
allow us to complete
the presentation and
purchase the video
and sound equip-

This month, the spotlight article features the office of the
Clerk & Master. The Clerk & Master is appointed by the
Chancellor for a term of six years. Barbara Webb has been
serving in this capacity since her appointment on January 17,
1997. Prior to her appointment, she was a Deputy Clerk &
Master for 23 years, serving under both Perry Johnson and
Britt Linville.
With her appointment, the Clerk & Master is bestowed with
several of the same powers as the Chancellor and can perform
many functions formerly reserved to the Chancellor. Additionally, the Clerk & Master is charged with all the clerical
and administrative duties conferred upon all elected Clerks of
Court in Tennessee and is further authorized by statutes, by
Local Rules of Practice and by Court Order to serve as a Master in Chancery and as a judicial officer for the Probate Division all within the Fifteenth Judicial District. Such duties
include but are not limited to: attend court; invest funds under the
Clerk’s
control;
maintain
rule and
execution
dockets;
file and
enter all
documents,
pleadings,
papers and
exhibits;
and perform all
other duties
as required
by law.
The Clerk
& Master’s
Office
main objective is to
provide
professional, courteous and efficient public service to all those with
business in the Chancery and/or Probate Court. The office is
made up of Chancery and Probate Court.
The Wilson County Chancery Court is a civil court of record.
It has jurisdiction, which includes inherent equitable and statutorily mandated jurisdiction, to hear and decide numerous
types of cases. The Wilson County Chancery Court includes
the Chancery Division and the Probate Division.
The Chancery Division is presided over by C. K. Smith, who
has served as Chancellor for the Fifteenth Judicial District for
28 years. The Chancery Division handles matters including,
but not limited to the following types of cases: divorces

(agreed and contested); child custody matters; adoptions and
legitimations; conservatorships and guardianships; name
changes; appointments and removal of trustees; will contests;
land partition; boundary disputes; suits on foreign judgments;
proceedings in aid of execution; worker’s compensation; collection of delinquent taxes; and contract disputes.
Similarly, the Probate Division is presided over by John T.
Gwin. Judge Gwin has served in this capacity since the
Court’s formation in 2008. The Probate Division handles
matters including, but not limited to estates; conservatorships;
guardianships; muniment of title; small estate affidavits; and
cremation cases. In September, Judge Gwin announced his
intention to retire from the bench at the end of this year. The
Clerk & Master and her staff have enjoyed working with
Judge Gwin, both in his capacity as an attorney and as the
presiding judge of the Probate Court. Although he will be
greatly missed,
we wish him the
best in his retirement.
In the Probate
Division, the
Clerk & Master
in her appointed
position as Special Master may
perform many
of the functions
formerly reserved to the
Probate Judge,
subject to the
review and approval of the
Probate Judge.
For example, as
one of the main
functions of the
Probate Division is to handle
estates, the Special Master has
been given the authority to open estates. Through this appointment, the Special Master is not only able to alleviate the
court’s docket of cases, but also in expediting the legal process for the citizens of Wilson County, Tennessee. The Special Master and her staff strive to bring comfort to all who
have lost a loved one as they help them through the probate
process.
Our office is working hard to make improvements and upgrades in order to better serve our customers. Currently, our
office is working with the Wilson County Information Technologies staff to update and improve our website. Through
our website, citizens will be able to download forms, such as

Deputy, has served with
the Clerk & Master and
Probate Offices for 34
years; and Bonita Brandon, Delinquent Tax
Clerk, has been with the
Clerk & Master’s Office
for 27 years.

name changes and uncontested divorces, as well as review
upcoming court auctions.
In addition, we are assessing
different merchants for the
installation of a credit/debit
card system that will allow
citizens to pay their delinquent taxes and/or court filing
fees using this means of payment. The installation of this
new payment format will not
only alleviate citizens from
having to appear in person at
the clerk’s office to tender

payment for their delinquent
taxes, but also assist citizens
with another payment option
in filing their cases with our
courts.

ment of new internal processes to ensure that our courteous and efficient service to
the citizens of Wilson County
is uninterrupted.

By the same token, we are
also evaluating e-filing systems being introduced
throughout the Tennessee
Courts. Recently, Mrs. Webb
viewed such a system being
utilized by one of the state’s
chosen pilot sites. The efiling system will not only
enable litigants to electronically file documents from anywhere at any
time without
waiting in line
or traveling to
the court, but it
will also generate revenue for
the courts
through e-filing
subscriptions
and additional
court costs.
However, implementation of an
e-filing system
will not be an
overnight task.
Preparation for
such a system
will require additional technology, training for
staff and filers
and the develop-

Our office currently employees eight (8) full-time employees and five (5) part-time
employees in both the Chancery and Probate Court
Clerks Offices. Chancery
Court is staffed by: Barbara
Webb, Clerk & Master; Sue
Finnigan, Administrative
Assistant; Bonita Brandon,
Delinquent Tax Clerk;
Ruthann McCrary, Deputy
Clerk & Master; Kelly Clemmons, Bookkeeper and Avery
Alsup, Deputy Clerk & Master. Probate employees: Susan
Demonbreun, Chief Deputy
and Megan Tidwell, Deputy
Clerk & Master. Part-Time
employees are: Betty Griffin,
Deputy Clerk & Master; Marie Bennett, Deputy Clerk &
Master; Lisa Carver, Deputy
Clerk & Master; Tutti
Conatser; Deputy Clerk &
Master and Sisi Wilson, Deputy Clerk & Master.
Dedication to the Clerk &
Master’s Office not only lies
with Mrs. Webb, but also to
her staff: Sue Finnigan, Administrative Assistant, has
been with the Chancery Court
Clerk’s Office for 44 years;
Susan Demonbreun, Chief

The Clerk & Master’s
Office touts additional
Deputy Clerks with a
combined 55 years of
experience and part-time
Deputy Clerks with decades of combined experience in various offices
throughout the Wilson
County Court System.
Not only does our office
take pride in having such
a devoted and knowledgeable staff, but also in
our commitment to the citizens of Wilson County in
providing them with courteous and compassionate service for a more amicable experience with the court system.
As many of the Deputy
Clerks have served in their
capacity for decades, their
vast knowledge and work
ethic are an asset to the citizens of Wilson County. Furthermore, all Deputy Clerks
are cross-trained to do multiple jobs and the streamlining
of work processes in the office enhances the ability of
our staff to assist citizens in a
very efficient manner and
allows us to continue to meet
the increasing workload of a
growing county.
As the Clerk & Master is
appointed as Special Master,
she can perform many functions formerly reserved to the
County Judge/Chancellor;
thereby, alleviating the
court’s docket of cases and
expediting the legal process
for the citizens of Wilson
County, Tennessee.
Thank you to the Clerk &
Master’s office for the outstanding work you do and the
services you provide.

Wilson County Television (WCTV)
will begin broadcasting at 6am on
Monday, November 5, 2018. WCTV
can be seen on AT&T Cable Channel
99 and streaming on the county’s
web site.
WCTV is a Public, Education and
Government (PEG) Channel. Cable
companies are required by law to
provide a channel
to municipalities
that are located
within their service
area.
As part of the county commission’s
resolution to start
WCTV, the channel will broadcast
live the county
commission’s
monthly meetings
and air recordings
of the budget and
education committee meetings.
“As a governing body, we want to be
as transparent as possible. Airing our
meetings is a great and convenient
way for us to accomplish that goal. It
also allows residents who are unable
to attend our meetings to stay informed”, stated Wilson County
Mayor Randall Hutto. “We will also

stream the channel on our county
web site”.
In addition to government meetings,
WCTV will produce programs including: Talking’ With Tatum, Valerie’s Kitchen, WilCo on the Go!
and Walkin’ thru Wilson. WCTV
plans to work closely with the coun-

ty’s high schools and their television
departments to produce programming including sports, awards ceremonies and special projects.
When meetings and local programs
are not airing, viewers can enjoy
watching PEG programs from other
channels.

WCTV falls under the county’s Cable and IT Committee which includes: Chairman Dan Walker
(District 10), Vice Chair Bobby
Franklin (District 3), Joy Bishop
(District 24), Justin Smith (District
25) and John Gentry (District 11).
About WCTV

Wilson County Television (WCTV) is a
department of Wilson
County, TN government. It is the official
television and web
channel for Wilson
County with a primary goal of providing
information to the
public of government
activities.

For further information feel free to
contact:
Tressa Bush
Manager – WCTV
220 East Gay Street
Lebanon, TN 37087
Telephone: 615/588-6630
Email:
tressa.bush@wilsoncountytn.gov
submitted

Stay Connected with Mayor Hutto and the Wilson County Mayor’s Office! Follow Mayor
Hutto on Twitter and Facebook. Also be sure to check out our website for information on
all county offices.

Human Resources is doing a Monthly Employee Giveaway. We have several fun items
for you to pick from. All Wilson County Employees will have a chance to win during
their anniversary month. Please contact HR at 615-466-5152
or 615-466-5138 to claim your prize.
November 2018 Winners
Janice Kidd- Expo Center
Sharon Lackey- Finance
Donna Fort- Property Office
Jennifer Reeves- Circuit Court Clerk
Debbie Fischer- Finance

Colds and the flu often occur around
the same time of year and both have
similar, unpleasant symptoms. While it
can be hard to differentiate between the
two, it’s important to distinguish the
cause of your symptoms to determine
the best course of treatment.
The common cold
The most common symptoms of a cold
are within the respiratory system and
include a stuffy or runny nose, sneezing, cough or chest discomfort. Treatment for these symptoms is available
through over-the-counter medication designed to target the
various symptoms. For
example:
Antihistamines can help
control a running nose,
sneezing and watery eyes.
Decongestants relieve nasal and sinus congestion.
Acetaminophen or nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory
medicines reduce pain,
fever and inflammation.
Expectorants loosen mucus
from the respiratory tract,
alleviating chest congestion and discomfort.
The best way to treat a cold is to drink
plenty of fluids to stay hydrated, use
over-the-counter medication and monitor for symptoms that last longer than
five to seven days. If symptoms persist,
your cold may have developed into an
advanced respiratory illness in the form
of an ear infection, sinus infection or
bronchitis. If this occurs, you should
seek treatment from your doctor.
“Distinguishing between a cold and the
flu can be difficult because many of the
symptoms overlap,” said John Kane,
M.D., a Family Medicine physician.
“A fever is one of the most common
differentiators, although not everyone
with flu will have a fever. Getting to
your doctor for testing within a few
days of experiencing symptoms can
help, as there are medications that can
minimize the symptoms of flu when
action is taken quickly.”
The flu

While both a cold and the flu generally
attack the respiratory system producing
many or all of the same symptoms, flu
can affect the entire body. Additional
symptoms associated with flu include a
fever between 100 F and 104 F, headache, body aches, fatigue, exhaustion
and nausea.
To confirm a diagnosis of flu, your
doctor will swab your nose or throat to
test for the virus. Test results are usually available within 30 minutes. For the
most accurate results, the test should be
performed within four to five days of

onset of symptoms. The tests are fairly
accurate, and can give a positive diagnosis about 50-70 percent of the time.
If the test indicates you don’t have the
flu, it’s even more accurate, at a 90-95
percent rate.
With a mild case, flu can be treated
with rest, fluids and over-the-counter
medication targeting the symptoms. If
your case of flu is more severe, your
doctor may prescribe antiviral medications. Anti-nausea medications help
with stomach discomfort and vomiting
while acetaminophen or non-steroidal
anti-inflammatory medicines reduce
pain, fever and inflammation. Antiviral
medications, such as Tamiflu® or Relenza, shorten the duration of the flu
and lessen the serious complications;
however, antiviral medications work
best when begun within 48 hours of
getting sick. These medications are
particularly important for children, the
elderly, pregnant women and people
with chronic illnesses who are particularly vulnerable to catching and experi-

encing complications from the flu.
As with a cold, if symptoms persist
longer than three to five days, or become increasingly severe, see your
doctor. The flu can develop into bronchitis or pneumonia, particularly in
patients who are older or have compromised immune systems, and may require more intense medical treatment
or even hospitalization.
“Flu can be particularly dangerous for
infants, pregnant women, older persons
or anyone with chronic medical conditions, so they need to be evaluated
quickly to be considered for antiviral medication,” said Kane.
“Preventive measures such as getting a flu shot for everyone in the
household, washing your hands and
staying home when you are ill will
help to reduce the spread of flu.”
The best way to avoid contracting the flu is to get an annual flu
shot. Unfortunately, there is no
immunization against the cold, but
washing your hands frequently, not
touching your face with your
hands, and avoiding contact with
people who have a cold can be a
strong defense.
The professionals at Tennova Family
Medicine – Lebanon are committed to
helping families stay healthy. Our
family practice providers, led by John
Kane, M.D., and Gary Gallant, M.D.,
also include Callie Tuggle, NP, Julie
Malkowski, PA and LeaBeth Pack, NP,
coordinate care for individuals or the
entire family, from infants to seniors.
We offer same day appointments and
extended hours, Monday-Saturday
from 7a.m.-7p.m. for your convenience. Walk-ins are welcome. We are
located at 1616 W. Main Street or visit
TennovaMedicalGroup.com for more
details.
For more information or to find a doctor, call 1-855-TENNOVA (836-6682)

Wilson County Schools is pleased to
announce that the Tennessee Department of Education has recognized seven schools in the district as “Reward
Schools” for the 2017-2018 school
year. This is the highest honor given
annually by the state.

Only 318 schools in Tennessee are being recognized as “Reward
Schools”, a distinction
that’s given to schools
that not only experience
high academic achievement, but also see substantial gains in student
growth. Below, you will
find the list of “Reward
Schools” in Wilson
County:
Elzie D. Patton Elementary School
Stoner Creek Elementary School
W.A. Wright Elementary School
West Elementary School
West Wilson Middle School
Mt. Juliet High School
Watertown High School

Director of Schools, Dr. Donna
Wright, says, “By any standard, the
start of this school year has been exceptional. Last month, we learned
that the district has now achieved a
Level 5 status for the academic growth
of our students. Nine of our schools-

Tennessee’s accountability framework
includes a variety of measures, including chronic absenteeism and discipline, ACT performance, and
TNReady scores, to make a determination, and all
schools are rated
both on how they
serve the full student population
and how they are
specifically serving student
groups that have
historically been
underserved:
students with disabilities, English
learners, economically disadvantaged students,
and black, Hisalmost HALF- received the highest
panic, and Native American students.
ranking possible. Today, we’ve
Additionally, Wilson Co. Schools
learned that seven of our schools have ACT composite score increased from
also achieved Reward School Status. I 19.7, three years ago to the current
can’t say enough about the hard work 21.2.
and dedication that’s been exerted by
our students, teachers and administraSubmitted
tors.”\

