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A Word From Your
County Mayor Randall Hutto
October is an
exciting time of
the year. The
leaves are changing, the air becomes
crisp…..and Wilson County competes against other Tennessee
counties for bragging rights in the
GNRC awards.
Each year the
Greater Nashville
Regional Council
asks counties to
submit completed
projects in a given fiscal year. the
projects should
benefit the county/community in
any number of
categories: Recreation and
Youth Engagement, Aging/

Senior Activity
Programs, Protective Services,
Land Use initiatives, Public
Works and Utility Infrastructure
or Economic Development. This
year, Wilson
County received
three GNRC
awards: The Wilson County

Homeless Coalition; our Tourism
Department for

WilCo on
the Go! and
the highly
anticipated
opening of
our Wilson
County
Veterans
Museum.
These are
just a few
examples of
what really
makes Wilson

County, “The
Place to Be!”
Congratulations
to

Wilson County
District 22

these groups. We
appreciate your
hard work and
dedication to
making and keeping our county
great. Stories and
pictures of each
group will be
featured in upcoming additions
of the Wilson
County Connection so stayed
tuned!

Wendell Marlowe
434 Tyrone Rd
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122
615-758-5277

Pictured left to right Miriam Leibowitz, RTA; Randall Hutto, Wilson County Mayor; Mark Hinesley, Mt. Juliet Chamber of
Commerce; Courtney McMahon, St. Jude

A Toast to Tennessee Wine
Festival made its
way back to
Wilson County
for another great
event on April
30th. Many festival goers arrived at
the
event in
style by
way of
the Music City
Star in
support
of the
children
of St.
Jude.
Sponsored
by the
Mt. Juliet
Chamber of
Commerce,
train tickets for
the April 30th
train event were
only $12 and
were donated
back to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital.
“Being a sponsor of the Music City Star for
the Wine Festival for the second year is a

tremendous
feeling. It’s an
honor to live
and work and
in a county,
who cares so
deeply for this
cause. Working

Commerce

with Mayor
Hutto’s office
and the RTA
has been nothing short of a
superb experience and I look
forward to
working with
them again in
the future.”
Mark Hinesley,
Mt. Juliet
Chamber of

Mayor Randall
Hutto went on to
say, “Last year
was the first
time for the
Wine Festival to
coincide on the
same day as the
marathon and it
resulted in a
great way to
raise even more
funds for St.
Jude. I appreci-

The Chamber
donated $689.89
in ticket sales
for this year’s
event.
Wilson County

ate Mark’s hard
work as well as
the staff of the
chamber to coordinate those
dates again this
year. The teamwork and partnership
of all the
involved
parties
has been
just tremendous
and we
look forward to
future
events
like this
one.
Thank
you to
Mark
Hinesley
and the
Mt. Juliet Chamber of
Commerce
for your hard
work and willingness to give
back to the kids
of St. Jude and
thank you to St.
Jude, RTA and
NERR for all
your hard work
throughout this
process.”

Regional Transportation Authority of
Middle Tennessee (RTA)
officials and Wilson
County leaders officially
celebrated the new Music
City Star train station
in Hamilton Springs
on September 4th
marking the beginning of train operations for the state’s
first transit-oriented
development (TOD).
RTA
CEO
Steve Bland, Wilson
County Mayor and
RTA Vice Chair
Randall Hutto, City
of Lebanon Mayor
Bernie Ash, Horn
Springs Group Developer Jack Bell, and
Lebanon Ward 6 City
Councilor Rick Bell
gathered to commemorate the train station,
which officially came
online and began
serving
passengers
boarding at Hamilton
Springs on Monday,
August 27.
“The
new
Hamilton Springs Station is just one more
example of the tremendous growth we
are experiencing in
Lebanon,” City of
Lebanon Mayor Bernie Ash said. “We are
grateful for the foresight of the Bell family
in creating a transit oriented development that
will benefit the citizens
of Lebanon for years to
come.”
The

Hamilton

Springs Station covers
3.2 acres and is a central
part of the TOD – a community that has been
planned, designed, and
constructed to emphasize

tion to Wilson County
and a 7th station along
the East Corridor Line,"
Wilson County Mayor
and RTA Vice Chair
Randall Hutto said. "The

the use of transportation
modes other than cars.
The station serves residents of the Hamilton
Springs community as
well as other residents of
Wilson County, thanks to

addition of Hamilton
Springs is further proof
that transit is booming in
our region and we are
proud to be able to provide another viable option for new and veteran

a Park & Ride with 160
lighted parking spaces
next to the train station.

riders traveling to downtown Nashville. We are
very excited to continue
to
watch
Hamilton
Springs
grow
and
thrive.”

“It is an exciting
day for RTA and Wilson
County as we welcome a
4th Music City Star sta-

The station is a

total investment of $4.1
million, not including the
generous land donation
by Jack Bell and Rick
Bell. It is a true regional
partnership of several
agencies and organizations, including the
RTA, the Federal
Transit Administration, the Nashville
Area
Metropolitan
Planning Organization, the City of Lebanon, TDOT’s LongRange Planning Division,
and
Horn
Springs
Development, Inc.
“It is hard to
believe it was a little
over a year ago that
we were celebrating the
groundbreaking of this
station and the moment
where the region’s first
transit-oriented development took its first step
from drawings and
dreams toward rail
and reality,” RTA
CEO Steve Bland
said. “As Middle
Tennessee continues
to experience unprecedented growth,
transit-oriented development projects
like
Hamilton
Springs are essential
to provide increased
mobility
options
through the creation
of livable, walkable communities that encourage
riding the train and other
multi-modal transportation options.”

Human Resources is doing a Monthly Employee Giveaway. We have several fun items
for you to pick from. All Wilson County Employees will have a chance to win during
their anniversary month. Please contact HR at 615-466-5152
or 615-466-5138 to claim your prize.

October 2018 Winners
Shelly Shrum- UT AG Extension
Mary Carney- EXPO Center
Paula Heird- Animal Control
Carol Dedman- Veteran’s Office
Gregory Volsco- Mt. Juliet Library

Stay Connected with Mayor Hutto and the Wilson County Mayor’s Office! Follow Mayor
Hutto on Twitter and Facebook. Also be sure to check out our website for information on
all county offices.

This month the
Wilson County
Connection highlights the office
of the Wilson
County Election
Commission.
Made up of four
employees: Administrator, Phillip Warren, Assistant Administrator Tammy
Smith and
Deputies Melia Anderson
and Kathryn
McClesky not
to mention
350 dedicated
poll officials;
it is the Mission of the
Wilson County Election
Commission
to ensure the
integrity of
every vote
cast in Wilson
County by
administering
election law and
procedures equally and fairly to
all, by providing
the most efficient, accurate
and secure election process possible, and, in all
our endeavors, to
exceed the expectations of the voters, taxpayers and
citizens of Wil-

son County in
accountability
and competence.
The Administrator is appointed
by the fivemember county
Election Commission. The
county Election
Commissioners

are appointed by
the sevenmember State
Election Commission who are
elected by the
State Legislature.
The Election
Commission
serves the voters
of Wilson County
by administering
Federal, State,

County and Municipal elections
for the voters of
Wilson County.
The Election
Commission is
responsible for
voter registration,
campaign finance
filings, and many
other daily activities all to protect

the integrity of
every vote cast
and provide fair
and honest elections in Wilson
County.
The administration of elections
is an area of public service that is
constantly changing. Protecting
the integrity of

every vote cast
by Wilson County voters is top
priority. Wilson
County is one of
the first jurisdictions in the nation
to have a voter
verified paper
trail voting system. Introduced
in August of
2016, the
Express
Vote voting
system has
increased
voter confidence and
streamlined
the voting
experience
during Early
Voting and
on Election
day. Cybersecurity has
become an
integral part
of the employees
work at the
Election Commission. Working
closely with state
and federal officials they work
daily to improve,
maintain and
monitor all the
technological
components of
the office to ensure fair and honest elections with
no outside influ-
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for the voters of
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filings, and many
other daily activities all to protect
the integrity of
every vote cast
and provide fair
and honest elections in Wilson
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The administration of elections
is an area of public service that is
constantly changing. Protecting
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every vote cast
by Wilson County voters is top
priority. Wilson
County is one of
the first jurisdictions in the nation
to have a voter
verified paper
trail voting system. Introduced
in August of
2016, the Express
Vote voting system has increased
voter confidence

and streamlined
the voting experience during Early
Voting and on
Election day. Cybersecurity has
become an integral part of the
employees work
at the Election
Commission.
Working closely
with state and
federal officials
they work daily
to improve, maintain and monitor
all the technological components
of the office to
ensure fair and
honest elections
with no outside
influence. No
part of the voting
system is ever
connected to the
internet or can be
accessed by wireless devices. Voter registration is a
daily task that
protects each
vote. The Election Commission
staff processes
over 1500 new
voter registrations, address
changes, duplicate registrations
and other registration maintenance activities
each month. They
maintain the records of over
80,000 eligible
voters in Wilson
County and that
number grows
each day.
In 2011, the Election Commission

with support from
the county began
restoration of the
Old Lebanon Post
Office. The
Grand Opening
for the Post Office was on
March 30th, 1915
and on March
30th, 2015 a Tennessee Historical
marker was unveiled commemorating the 100th
anniversary. Renovating the Old
Post Office for
continued use as
a public building
proved to be a
significant cost
savings over the
cost of a new
building.
Streamlining
work processes in
the office and
utilizing technology to enhance
traditional record
creation, maintenance and retention has increased
the ability to
meet the increasing workload of a
growing county.
The Election
Commission
website
www.WilsonVot
es.com has information about every aspect of elections and voting.
The information
is kept current
and is easily accessible 24/7.
The Petition
page, Sample
Ballot, Early Vot-

ing Daily Report,
Election Night
Reporting and
other election specific pages are
visited by interested voters regularly. The Election
Commission’s
goal is to provide
information voters
in Wilson County
want and need in
an easy-to-find
format. For those
that want in-depth
information about
elections, voting
and elected offices, we have an
award-winning

Twenty-six years ago,
Alive Hospice and the
owners of the Bluebird
Café formed a unique
partnership to raise money for end-of-life care in
Middle Tennessee with
the Bluebird’s wildly
popular singer/songwriter
nights. These special benefit concerts are now
coming to Wilson County.
Join hit Nashville songwriter Doug Johnson
(Three Wooden Crosses,
Lucky Moon, Love Like
Crazy, She Won’t Be
Lonely Long) and friends
at the Capitol Theatre in
Lebanon on October 4.
VIP tickets include re-

Voter Handbook
available free on
our website. The
Handbook is updated for each
election cycle.
We supported 27
school elections in
2017. Each year
the number of
school elections
increases. The office, also, welcomes the opportunity to give
presentations to
interested groups
on any election
related topic. Over
the past several
years we have had

served seating and a
meet-and-greet with the
artists after the show.
Alive & The Bluebird: A
Benefit Concert at Capitol Theatre
Featuring Doug Johnson
and friends

October 4, 2018 | 7 p.m.
Location: Capitol Theatre, 110 W. Main Street,
Lebanon
Tickets available at
AliveHospice.org/concert
General admission: $35 |
VIP tickets $50
Alive’s mission is to provide loving care for people with life-threatening
illnesses, support to their

the great pleasure
of addressing
many diverse
groups in Wilson
County to inform
and educate them
about elections
and voting. A
phone call or
email is all it
takes to arrange a
presentation for
your group, club
or organization.

Early Voting for
the November 6,
2018 Federal &
State General and
Lebanon, Watertown & Mt Juliet

families, and service to
the community in a spirit
of enriching lives. This
includes in-home and inpatient hospice care, grief
support, and community
education. A pioneer in
the “good death” movement, Alive established
the third hospice in the
nation in 1975. Today, it
remains true to its roots
as an innovator and leader, helping individuals
live fully while approaching death.
www.alivehospice.org
Alive Hospice has been
serving Wilson County
residents since 1975. We
opened an administrative
office in Lebanon last

Municipal and
Wilson County
Sales Tax Referendum will begin
on October 17th
and continue
through November 1st at all five
convenient Early
Voting locations.
We encourage
you to take advantage of Early
Voting to avoid
lines, inclement
weather and to
vote at a location
most convenient
to where you
work.

year to provide grief support and community education closer to home for
Wilson County residents.
The address to theLebanon Office is 205 W.
High Street, Suite 102,
Lebanon, TN 37087 and
the phone number is 615784-4555.
Administrative office and
base of operations
for hospice home
care teams. Additionally,
we offer grief counseling and community education programs
throughout the year.
Article submitted

From 1941 to 1944,
the U.S. Army conducted seven largescale maneuvers
across Middle Tennessee in 21 counties, including Wilson. Cumberland
University, in Lebanon, served as the
Army’s headquarters.
850,000 soldiers
took part in the simulated combat operations that prepared
them for the D-Day
invasion and to push
back the German
forces. These massive maneuvers took
place on the hills,
the hollows and
along the rivers of
Middle Tennessee.

a significant role in
the Allied Forces
victory.
The soldiers, landowners and observers deserve to have
their stories preserved. The Tennessee Maneuvers Experience is going to
do just that with an
engaging program
now in the development.

The Tennessee Maneuvers Experience
will retrace these
epic events in an
immersive, educational presentation
utilizing stage sets,
lighting, and audio/
visual technologies
for a captivating experience in a theater
configuration. In
Our soldiers made
history because such this show, stage performance and documassive exercises
had never been con- mentary film are
merged to bring a
ducted. Military
program that is both
leaders agree, the
historically accurate
skills learned and
and entertaining.
refined here played

ment. Once a venue
Our story is born
is chosen, we will
from first person ac- offer the presentacounts that transport tion to school stuus 75 years into our dents and to the
past. Audiences will public as a tourist
hear, see and experi- attraction for Wilson
ence the reactions of County.
a typical, rural Tennessee family when For more infortheir lives are forev- mation, contact us
at iner changed as the
fotme2019@gmail.
events of WWI and com of https://
the maneuvers unwww.facebook.com
fold around them.
/
tennesseemaneuThe Friends of Wil- versexperiece
son County Veterans Museum, a 501 Friends of Wilson
County
(c) (3) corporation,
VETERANS MUis undertaking this
SEUM
as its first project.
612 W. Main Street
Join us for our
Lebanon, TN
fund-raising event
and see a 15-minute 37087
preview of work in
production in the
making of The Tennessee Maneuvers
Experience. The
dollars raised will
allow us to complete
the presentation and
purchase the video
and sound equip-

On September 21, the
Associates of Vietnam
Veterans of America,
Chapter 1004 hosted a
POW/MIA Recognition
Day ceremony in
honor and remembrance of our nation’s prisoners of
war and those
missing in action.
Patrons gathered
for the event in
Wilson County at
the Wilson County Veterans Museum. The ceremony was highlighted by the Missing
Man Table Ceremony, which symbolizes those who
have not returned
home, as well as
stories from the
son an MIA serviceman
and a former POW. City
of Lebanon Mayor Ber-

nie Ash read a proclamation proclaiming the day
as POW/MIA Recognition Day in Lebanon.
Wilson County Mayor,

and their families. All
military installations fly
the National League of
Families’ POW/MIA
flag, which symbolizes

Randall Hutto as well as
Tn State Governor Bill
Haslam also drafted resolutions for
the event.
Many
Americans
across the
United
States
pause to
remember
the sacrifices and
service of
those who
were prisoners of
war
(POW), as
well as
those who
are missing in action
(MIA),

the nation’s remembrance
of those who were imprisoned while serving in
conflicts
and
those
who
remain
missing.
Veteran
rallies
take
place in
many
states,
such as
Wisconsin,
in the
United
States
on National
POW/

MIA Recognition Day.
United States flags and
POW/MIA flags are
flown on this day and
joint prayers are made for
POWs and those
missing in action. National
POW/MIA
Recognition Day
posters are also
displayed at college or university campuses and
public buildings
to promote the
day. Remembrance ceremonies and other
events to observe the day are
also held in places such as the
Pentagon, war
memorials and
museums.

On Thursday, August 30th our Human Resources department scheduled a Customer Service and Training Day for Wilson County Employees. Employees gathered in the
Expo Center for 2 separate sessions
about how we can better serve our
citizens. Employees also engaged in
team building exercises.

Ms. Aziza Ali was our guest speaker, who is the current Learning

Manager at Four Seasons Resort
Orlando at Walt Disney World and
has 7 years training experience at
Walt Disney World in Parks and
Resorts including Epcot and Disney’s Grand Floridian Resort and
Spa. She also spent 3 years in Corporate Training at Disney’s Corporate Office for SeaWorld Parks for
their 12 SeaWorld Busch Gardens
Park. Ms. Aziza used interactive
elements of service from years of

Theme Park magic to inspire professionalism and connection in our
daily customer interactions.
Light refreshments and lunch were
provided. Several lucky employees
won some fun giveaways. Thank
you to Von Barr and Bethany Massey for organizing this fun an exciting day for the employees. Everyone had a fantastic time.

